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Light of Life Memorial Service 

 

 
 On Thursday, November 7th, 2024, Richmond County Hospice hosted our                    
bi -annual Light of Life memorial service. This event served as a time of reflection and 
remembrance for those who have lost loved ones as they continue through their grief 
journey. The memorial service provides a dedicated space for family memb ers, friends, 
and our hospice team to come together and share in the collective grief and cherishe d 
memories of those who have passed.  
 
 The service was held at Faith Missionary Baptist Church in Rockingham, NC.          
A message of comfort was given by Pastor Travis Wilkerson and special music was              
provided by Linda Hatcher (pianist), Bruce Holden (soloist), and Paula Smith (miming 
performance).   
 
 The service also included the lighting of a Unity Candle by staff members, as wel l 
�D�V���W�K�H���F�R�Q�J�U�H�J�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�D�Q�G�O�H�V���D�V���H�D�F�K���O�R�Y�H�G���R�Q�H�·�V���Q�D�P�H���Z�D�V���U�H�D�G���D�O�R�X�G�����)�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
�V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�����R�X�U���V�W�D�I�I���V�H�U�Y�H�G���W�K�H���I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���D���G�H�O�L�F�L�R�X�V���P�H�D�O���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���E�\���5�L�F�N�·�V���&�D�W�H�U�L�Q�J���R�I��
Laurinburg as a time of fellowship. 
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 Faith Fellowship is a recent addition to the Richmond County Hospice outreach program! 
Quarterly, we provide a ministry to those in our community who minister daily. These include 
pastors, priests, lay ministers, chaplains, and all those who work daily in hospice services.  
Hospice provides a light breakfast, and past speakers have included Chaplain Paula Daigle and 
Rev. John Norman Jr., Director of Partnership Development at Campbell University.  
  
 John spoke to us about some of the many names of God but focused on the reference to 
�*�R�G���D�V���´�7�K�H���%�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���W�K�H���(�Q�G�µ�����,�W���Z�D�V���D���J�U�H�D�W���W�L�P�H���R�I���U�H�I�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���U�H�I�X�H�O�L�Q�J�����U�H�P�L�Q�G�L�Q�J��
everyone in attendance that we are supposed to love others as ourselves, meaning we are not 
just to love others, but to love ourselves as well. He also reminded us that God is the creator, 
He is sovereign, and He is the One true God.  
 
 We appreciate John coming and sharing with our faith leaders. It was a great way to 
begin our day, and we look forward to having others join us at our next Faith Fellowship which 
will be held April 30,2025 at 10:00 to 11:00 at Richmond County  Hospice-1119 US Hwy #1 N. 
Rockingham, NC.  
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Richmond County Hospice  

Forever Tree Lighting Service 
 

On Tuesday, December 10th, at 6:00 PM, our community gathered for a           
heartfelt and memorable Christmas Tree Lighting Service. Despite the forecast of rain, 
the weather could not dampen the spirits of the many families who came together to             
honor and celebrate their loved ones during this special evening. Linda Hatch er began 
the service by playing the prelude. As families began coming in they started by putting 
their "In honor" and "In memory" ornaments on the lovely forever tree that was the m ain 
focus of the celebration. Kristina Leyden opened the evening with a warm welcome.                
Following her welcome, James Mims led the congregation in "O Come, Al l Ye Faithful," 
inviting everyone to join in song and unity. Jessica Mims then recited the poe m 
�´�&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V���:�L�W�K�R�X�W���<�R�X�µ���� 

Kristina Leyden returned to the stage to read the names that were being honored, 
and after, Hollie Smith and Julie Woody read the names of the individuals that wer e       
being remembered. The Pinecrest High School Chamber Ensemble provided a speci al  
musical performance. Paula Daigle closed the service with a closing prayer  and blessing 
of the meal. Following the service, attendees were invited to enjoy a war m and welcoming       
fellowship. Light refreshments and hors d'oeuvres were served, providing fam ilies with a 
chance to connect, share stories, and embrace the Christmas spirit in a comforting and 
supportive environment.  

�7�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�·�V���W�U�H�H���O�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J���Z�D�V���D���U�H�P�L�Q�G�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���D�Q�G���W�K�H��
enduring power of love and memory. We are deeply grateful to everyone who  joined us 
and contributed to making the evening so special. Thank you for braving the weather  and 
bringing your light to this cherished tradition. 


