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The Richmond County Forever Tree Lighting service was held on the front lawn of the Richmond

County Hospiceds administrative office building
The event began with the families placing their 0
beautiful Forever Tree which served as the centerpiece of the service. Jessica Mims led the

congregation in singing 00 Come All Ye Faithfuld

after Kristina Leyden, CEO of Richmond County Hospice, welcomed the guests. Hollie Smith,
Director of In -Patient Care and Julie Woody, Director of Public Relations, recognized the many
Forever Tree donations by reading the name of each person being remembered and Kristina
Leyden recognized the persons being honored. Following the lighting of the Forever Tree, Hannah
Tayl or sang a beautiful solo, 0The Sweetest Gift.
service with prayer. Guests then enjoyed a ti me
catered by Hidden Treasures as they gathered inside of the warm building.

Donations from the Forever tree services help to support the Bereavement Services of Richmond
County Hospice. A loved one being remembered does not have to have been a hospice patient
and does not have to have died during the last year. All donations are welcomed. To show
appreciation for a friend or caregiver, ol n H:
We thank our community for being so supportive of Richmond County Hospice.
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Leavitt Funeral Home graciously hosted our annual Anson County
Forever Tree Lighting on Tuesday, December 5, 2023 at 6pm.

The service was opened with Mrs. Joyce Burr, pianist, playing the
prelude. Jessica Mims, Director of Family Services, greeted the guests
with a welcome and an opening prayer. Special music was provided
by four members of the Pinecrest High School Chamber Ensemble
who sang two beautiful Christmas songs.

The eveningbds devotion was shared by
Lilesville Baptist Church. Following Kristina Leyden, CEO of

Ri chmond County Hospice, reciting the
family members placed the ornaments of the Forever Tree. Nia Jones,
Bereavement Social Worker and Jessica Mims, Director of Family

Services, then individually recognized the loved ones honored or
remembered by the familiesd Forever T
the guests in singing 0Joy To The Wor
Forever Tree.

Foll owing the service, guests enjoyed
catered by Ansonia Soup Company. Staff of Anson Community

Hospice and Richmond County Hospice want to thank Ken Caulder

and the staff of Leavitt Funeral Home for kindly hosting the Anson
County Forever Tree Lighting.
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On Thursday, November 9, 2023, Richmond County Hospice
hosted our bi -annual Light of Life Memorial Celebration at First
Presbyterian Church in Rockingham.

The evening was a time of refl ecti
hospice staff who were given the opportunity to remember and to

honor beloved patients who had died within the last 6 months.

To provide comfort and support to those in attendance, Pastor Ron
Schermerhorn shared words of encouragement and scripture.

| Prelude performed by Linda Hatcher on piano and Gene Player

along with Alyse Melvin of the group, the Remnant sang two

beautiful songs for the events special music.

Richmond County Hospice would like to thank: Marvin Taylor Il and Kinnley Micklem for being
the skilled sound crew, Buddy Edwards for constructing a new votive stand, and James Mims
for his photography talents. Richmond County Hospice greatly appreciates Pastor Schermerhorn
and the congregation of First Presbyterian Church for graciously hosting the memorable service ®
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Candy Cavalcade — Trunk or Treat 2023

What an AMAZING evening we had on October 26th! Thanks to everyone who put up
with unseasonably HOT temperatures (especially those adults in costumes) to create a
fun atmosphere for the children of Richmond County! We posted on Facebook, after the
event, a brief apology for having to close things a little early, but by our best estimates we
had around 500 children come through and everyone was running out/ran out of candy.
This was after pretty much each “trunk” went to get more treats at least once during the
evening. We understand that some of them made 2 candy runs during the event and that
the Sheriff’s Department came with 300 bags made up to give out, went back and got 150
more bags and 2 additional big bags of candy and still was out of candy by the end of the
night. Several other groups reported similar circumstances. So, thank you Richmond
County for making this event such a success! Everyone that we talked to with trunks this
year said they couldn’t wait until next year and they would be back with even more
candy!! We really thank each one of them who participated and set up trunks. If you
have a chance, please let them know that you appreciate them giving back to our
community as well. They were all amazing, and the event would not have been what it
was without them. Those with trunks were: Danielle Garth; Puckered Up Lemonade/
Xtreme Rentals; Carolina Hearts Home Care; Watson-King Funeral Homes; Richmond
County Aging Services/Ellerbe and East Rockingham Senior Centers; Daymark; NC
Forestry Service; LPZ Flooring LLC; Ashley’s Cleaning Solutions LL.C; Richmond
County Sheriff's Office - N.C.; Errica Santiago; Cleve Baxley; Dr. Kennedi Stewart
Henry; Kimberly Roberts, Register of Deeds ;First Baptist Church of Rockingham;
Dieffenbach GM Superstore; Towtime LL.C; Dog Bites; Bostick Towing; Sav & Nic
Events with Captain Jack; Trish Black; Breanna Bostick; Nia Jones; Corinne Swink;
and Fretia Flinchum- The Grinch. Everyone who came through voted for their favorite
trunk and all of the trunks were too cute, but there could only be one winner and that
was Corinne Swink with her Little Mermaid trunk complete with Ursla and King Triton.
Coming in second place was Richmond County Aging Service- Ellerbe and East
Rockingham Senior Centers with their “Rounding up the Dinosaurs” trunk, and third
place was the Richmond County Sheriff’s Department with their “Jail Cell”. A special
thank you to our Sanderson Sisters- Mia Franco, Kinnley Micklem, and Miranda
Watson; Captain Jack- Dylan Gomiller, and The Grinch- Fretia Flinchum. We
appreciate you guys enduring the heat in those costumes. Thank you DogBites and
Puckered up Lemonade for not only handing out candy but selling hotdogs and
lemonade for those in attendance to enjoy. Thank you to our staff and volunteers who
worked hard to set up, run, and clean up from this event. You all ROCKED!! Go ahead
now and mark your calendars for next year’s event- Thursday October 24th, 2024, we
hope to see you all again then!
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&As we express our gratitude, we must never forget
to | i ve abohnR Keenedy ¢
On Friday, November 3rd, Richmond County Hospice, Inc. tried to live by our words of appreciation as we hosted

our 12th Annual Salute to Veterans event. What started out as a bitter cold morning turned into beautiful temps
and sunshine by the time of our event and thankfully with very little wind. Those in attendance were welcomed

by Lisa OéNeal, Clinical -caifProgremh@blightsth¢luwdedt or and eve
A Posting of Colors by the Richmond County Sherriff
A National Anthem by 82nd Airborne Brass Quintet

A Invocation by Chris Thornton, Richmond County Hos
A Sponsor Recognition by Jessica Mi mhagr Director of |
A ®Ragged Ol d Flag¢ Recitation by John Tayl or

A Speaker Introduction by Kristina Leyden, CEO

A Guest Speaker CPT Robert @&@Scott¢ Blough (Retired)
A Patriotic Selections/ Service Medley 82nd Airborne
A K9 Demonstration by Richmond County Sheriffés Off
A Vietnam Me mAMVETSIPosi316 ahduiNadine Moss

A BLn salute/ TAPs by Richmond County Sheriffés Offi
A Bun salute/ TAPs by Richmond County Sheriffés Offi
A Closing prayer by Rev. Charlie Tyler, Ri chmond Col
A catered lunch from Seaboard Station Restaurant ani

County Memorial Park

This event was made possible by Richmond County Hospice and the following generous sponsors:

Wa tKing Funeral Homes and Richmond County Memorial Park&d meal sponsor

Great Falls Wealth MAnRBE¥mEetderal Credit Union
Mabryés Drug and HomA Wase Hospice Options
Armandoés Mexican Gr Al Cascades Industries

Epsil on, l nc. A Ever vyt hi ng-RehmoredCouRta Real Estate s

To T o Do I
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In addition to those that participated in the program, the following in -kind sponsors also provided support:

A 82nd Airborne Military Band AL AMVETS Post 316 an
A Jamie & Missi Boone A CPT Robert @Scottecg
A Billy Dunn A James Mims Photogr
A  NC Forestry Service A Outreach for Jesus
A - Richmond County Aging ServicesA Richmond County Me
A  Richmond County Partnership fdr RCRihimbmeln County Sh
A  Richmond Senior High School JROT® nlme sestisoner Robi n
A The Salty Bean Coffee Co. A Schneider @®Ride of
A Swift Transportation A Terry Jordan

A John Tayl or A Marvin Taylor

A VFW Post 4203 Auxiliary

Additionally, we appreciate all the hard work from our committee who made this event possible.

Richmond County Hospice staff and volunteers are honored to host this special day of recognition for our
Veterans, and we are grateful for the support from our sponsors to make this day possible each year!

As Veteranés Day approaches, in the words of Dwight
of all those who fought so valiantly on the seas, in the air, and on foreign shores, to preserve our heritage of
freedom. ¢
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