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Richmond County Hospice, Inc. Hospice Haven, Anson Community Hospice 

 

 

BEREAVEMENT                      
HIGHLIGHTS 

 
One of the many benefits of Hospice Care is the           
bereavement services provided to family members 
following the death of a loved one. Support is               
available to family members for up  to thirteen 
months after the loss of a loved one. These voluntary 
services are offered and provided at the discretion of 
the primary caregiver. These services are also                  
available for the community-at-large. The following 
events provide an opportunity for family members  to 
remember their loved ones. 
 

Light of Life Memorial Celebration: This special service, held twice yearly, celebrates the lives of those 
loved ones that have passed away within the past six months. Various churches in the area serve as the 
host site for this evening. The most recent Light of Life service was held on November 17, 2015, at First 
Baptist Church in Rockingham. Nearly one hundred and twenty individuals attended and remarks were 
offered by Dr. Jim Nelson, Pastor of First Baptist Church. A catered meal followed the service allowing for 
fellowship with one another. The purpose of this service is to cherish the memory of our loved ones, while 
reminding us that we are not alone on our journey of grief. 
 
Forever Tree Lighting Ceremony: One of the most challenging times for family members after the loss of  
a loved one is the Christmas season. As a means to remember our loved ones and recognize their impact                   
upon our lives, we offer the Forever Tree. On Tuesday, December 1, 2015, sixty-one people gathered                              
for the Forever Tree lighting ceremony. Individual lights were purchased in                                                     
memory or in honor of a loved one, and their name and light was placed on                                                                                
the tree outside of our main office.  
 
 

Caregiver Support Group: We offer a Caregiver Support Group the first                                                                          
Saturday of each month (unless otherwise designated) at 10:00am. This                                                                 
group is open-ended and provides support to those dealing with grief and                                                                 
loss issues. With support from Sandy Black, Bereavement Coordinator, and                                                    
Tavares Bostick, Professional Volunteer, those in attendance have an outlet                                                           
to share their  feelings and emotions and receive comfort from one another.                                                                      
For additional information on any of these events, please contact Sandy                                                                             
Black at (910) 997-4464. 
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MANAGERS & DIRECTORS  

Kristina Leyden, MSW- LCSW                

Chief Executive Officer  

Steven Strobel, MD                                     

Chief Medical Officer  

Marvin Taylor, BS                                           

Director of Finances  

Julie Woody, RN,CHPN                               

Director of Compliance  

Arturo De Aguilar, MA, MDIV.               

Director of Human Resources  

Hollie Smith, RN, CHPN                               

Inpatient Nurse Manager  

Stephanie Thornton, BA  
Inpatient Care Assistant Manager  

 
Jenny Mabe, RN, CHPN                           
Home Care Nurse Manager  

 
Jessica Mims, BSW                                     

Family Services Manager  
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

Neal Watkins, Chairman  

Ronnie Hawks  

Linda Bayless  

Brian Baucom  

Sharon Hutchinson  

James McLester  

Carlotta Griffin-Knotts  

Donnie Richardson  

Michelle Parrish  

Patti Jenkins  

Gerald Witherspoon  

Dennis Quick 

Allisson Farrah 

Vickie Cox 

All of our volunteers who are                  
part of our Richmond County                          

Hospice Family 
 Their gift of time and dedication makes 

our organization the best 
ñHome Town Hospiceò around! 

 

Meet Our Hospice Family  

Malinda J. Thomas, RN-PRN  

Patricia Wheeler, RN-PRN  

Christine Norton, RN-PRN  

Regina Sizemore, RN-PRN  
 

ON CALL NURSES  

Johanna Poole, RN/On Call Nurse  

Sylvia Webb, RN/ On Call Nurse  

 

FAMILY SERVICES  

Christopher Thornton, CPC-Chaplain   

Kenneth Lyerly, MDIV. Chaplain-PRN  

Lisa O'Neal, AAS                                                     

Volunteer Coordinator  

Sandy Black, BSW                                                   

Bereavement Coordinator  

Shannon Huff, BA                                                   

Social Worker  

Mary Martha Warnock,                                          

BSW Social Worker 

 

SUPPORT STAFF  

Jane Burnette, Billing/Account Specialist  

Faith Jones, Clinical Office Coordinator  

Linda Russell, Secretary/Receptionist  

Sheila Fulp/PT Data Entry Clerk  

Jewel Mabe/PT Medical Coder  

Rosa G. English/PT Housekeeping/Admin.  

Patricia Hogan/Housekeeping/Haven  

Eddie Edwards, Maintenance Technician  

 

ADMISSIONS & MARKETING  

Heather Monroe, RN,CHPN                                           
Clinical Specialist  

 
Teri Cowan, LPN  

Referral Intake Liaison  
 

David Jenkins, RRT  
Marketing/Medical Community                                 

Coordinator  

 

HOSPICE AIDES  

Tammy Bull, CHPNA  
Hospice Aide Coordinator  

 

Tina Blake, Hospice Aide  

Teresa Graham, Hospice Aide  

Joyce Little, Hospice Aide  

Sharna Quick, Hospice Aide  

Sinatras Slater, Hospice Aide  

Tiffany Strong, Hospice Aide  

Stephanie Baldwin, Hospice Aide  

Annalisa Thompson, Hospice Aide  

Esmeralda Rodriguez, Hospice Aide  

Sybil Oxendine, Hospice Aide  

Jenny Cowick, Hospice Aide-PRN  

Nicole Wilkes, Hospice Aide-PRN  

Kelly Williams, Hospice Aide-PRN  

LaToya Ratliff, Patient Care Technician  

Kay Brewington, Patient Care Technician  

Victoria Brown, Patient Care Technician  

JoeAnn Smith, Patient Care Technician  

Audrey Martin, Patient Care Technician  

Kathy Taylor, Patient Care Technician  

 

HOSPICE NURSES  

Tammy Driggers, RN/CHPN Case Mgr.  

Lisa Pope, RN/CHPN Case Mgr.  

Lori Jenkins, RN/Case Mgr.  

Cayce M. Terry, RN/Case Mgr.  

Peggy Gatewood, RN/Case Mgr.  

Michelle Rogers, RN/Case Mgr.  

Natalie Barbour, RN/Case Mgr.  

Kathleen Camp, RN/CHPN                                               

Inpatient Case Mgr.  

Karen Geiger, RN/Inpatient Case Mgr.  

Ann Elise Taylor, RN/Inpatient Case Mgr.  

Teresa Balzer, RN,CHPN Inpatient Case 

Mgr.  

Lacey Hogan, RN/Inpatient Case Mgr. 

Shonda Crump, LPN/Floater  



 

CULINARY COMFORTS 
 

 

Richmond County Hospice 30th anniversary cookbooks are still available for  
purchase. There are over 300 recipes from staff,  volunteers, patients, and  
family members, as well as original artwork from one of our teen volunteers, 
Nic Wilkes. For a donation of $20, you will receive one of our Culinary               
Comforts cookbooks with all proceeds going to our Benevolent Care 
Fund. Please stop by the administrative office or call 997-4464  to purchase 
your cookbook. Thank you so much for your support.   

 

 

 

 

Richmond County Hospice staff and volunteers sold 
our 30th Anniversary cookbooks, Culinary Comforts,         
at the Seaboard Festival in Hamlet on Saturday,         
October 31, 2015. It was a beautiful, sunny day and the 
crowd was huge. We enjoyed speaking with the many 
people who stopped by the booth to express their                
gratitude, inquire about services, preview/purchase a            
cookbook, or just to say ñHello.ò 

 
 

 

Page 3 ï YOUR  HOMETOWN - WINTER    2016 

2015 Christmas Parade 
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  Fifth annual ñSalute to Veteransò event 
 

Richmond County Hospice is dedicated to providing quality care to terminally ill patients, including                 

veterans.  Veterans have unique experiences that can impact them when facing end-of-life care.  As a way to 

pay tribute to and recognize our Veterans, Richmond County Hospice hosts an annual Salute to Veterans 

event.  Our Fifth Annual Salute to Veterans event was held on Friday, November 6, on our campus.  More 

than 250 individuals attended and highlights from the day included: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

82nd Airborne Military Band 
Richmond County Sheriffôs Office Honor Guard 
Special Guest Speaker Col. Joseph Perry, M.D. 

Patriotic poem by Emily Perry 
RSHS JROTC Drill Team demonstration 
Remarks by Sheriff James Clemmons 

Military memorabilia display by Tom Flores 
Wings of Love Dove Release 

Meal catered by Smithfieldôs Chicken and BBQ 
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We feel honored to provide this special day of reflection, and we also want to thank our sponsors for their 
support.  The following businesses and individuals helped make this day possible: 

Monetary 

Richmond County Hospice, Inc. 
Mabryôs Drug & Home Care 

Act of Kindness Transportation 
Community One 
Epsilon, Inc. 

Smithfieldôs Chicken & BBQ 
One Body in Christ 
Ken & Betty Lyerly 

In-Kind 

82nd Airborne Division All American Brass Quintet 

N. C. Army National Guard 

Ace Golf Carts 

Christie Cummings                                                                                                            

Chris Maples/Congressman Richard Hudsonôs Office 

Col. Joseph Perry, MD 

Emily Perry 

Misty Crouch 

Modern Woodmen 

Outreach for Jesus 

Pastor Steve Crews 

Richmond County Sheriffôs Office 

Richmond Memorial Park 

Richmond Senior High School JROTC Drill Team 

Sheriff James Clemmons 

Watson King Funeral Homes 

Wings of Love 

Zero Austin 

    

 

 

  
                 
 We are grateful to our veterans for their brave service to our Nation. May we never forget the many                     
sacrifices they have made to allow us our freedom. 
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We at Richmond County Hospice, Inc. would like to thank all the churches 

for your continued support with Hospice Sabbath. This past year was one 

of the best years we have experienced with fifty-eight churches participat-

ing throughout Richmond County!  

I would like to take this opportunity to extend an invitation to every church 

member in our community to become involved in our agency as we make efforts to grow throughout the 

surrounding communities.  Richmond County Hospice, Inc. is working on an outreach program to involve 

more of the churches in the counties we serve in an effort to truly become your hometown Hospice.  

This outreach program is combined of three major parts: Hospice Sabbath, a monthly newsletter, and 

public speaking engagements in churches. Hospice Sabbath represents a celebration to honor those             

individuals throughout the community who have passed within the last year.  We recognize that not              

everyone is involved with Hospice as their last days approach; however, we encourage those who have  

experienced Hospice services and those who have not to honor their loved ones. We would like to take 

this time to invite any church members in the community who would like to be a part of this special day to 

contact me.  Churches who participate in Hospice Sabbath receive a white rose to place in the sanctuary 

and bulletins to offer support and encouragement. 

Our second form of outreach is a newsletter that I write each month. We also offer bulletin inserts for 

church congregations. These articles are written with the intention of uplifting and uniting the body of 

Christ.  

Lastly, our organization would like to be invited into each church to have the opportunity to explain what 

Hospice is, how it works, and who qualifies for hospice care in order to end the myth that Hospice is just 

about death.  

We at Richmond County Hospice Inc. strive to make a difference in this community. I am  excited about 

this new venture to grow the outreach program and to be invited into your church for Sunday services, 

men and women ministry meetings, or any event you have at your church to explain our services. If you or 

anyone else you may know would be interested in this program, please contact me as soon as possible at 

910/997-4464 or at cthornton@rchospice.com 

Thank you so much for allowing me the opportunity to share with you about our outreach program! 
 

In the love of Christ, 

Rev. Chris Thornton, CPC 

 

 

 

 

HOSPICE SABBATH  

mailto:cthornton@rchospice.com
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Our Hospice Month: November 
 

Every year, more than 1.58 million people living with a life-limiting illness receive care from hospice                      

palliative care providers in the U.S. November is the National Hospice and Palliative Care Month, when 

providers across the country raise awareness of the many benefits of hospice palliative care. 

Here at Richmond County Hospice during the month of November, we honor our nurses, Hospice aides, 

therapists, social workers, chaplains, doctors, and all the office staff who make a remarkable difference 

for the patients and families they serve. These heroic caregivers play a central role in our health care           

system and in homes across our service area. To recognize their efforts we provide a small  token of our 

appreciation by offering different  activities for them such as breakfasts, luncheons, ice cream socials, and 

desserts! 

Community businesses contributed food for our celebration. We extend our thanks to Mc Donaldôs,            
Biscuitville, Holiday Restaurant, Half-Baked sandwich shop, and Armandoôs Grill in Moore County. 
Thanks to them, we were able to acknowledge all our great employees.  Along with the previously                
mentioned businesses, Salvador Chaparro, owner of el Taco Loco, graciously offered to bring his ñTaco 
Mobilò (mobile kitchen) and cater an on-site lunch for our employees. All of Richmond County Hospice 
employees appreciated the hospitality provided by these businesses. Our staff at the Haven especially               
appreciated this as they cannot leave their job site.  

We again thank our employees, who are one of our greatest assets, for participating in all the activities 
that we plan for them. 
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A CAREGIVERôS PERSPECTIVE 

 

What does a good death consist of? How would it look? Who would be there? Where would it take place? Questions 

such as these typically do not cross our minds and are difficult for us to think about. However, when one is faced 

with a life-limiting illness, these are all very valid questions that become an undesired reality.  

According to some statistics provided by the National Hospice and Palliative Care Organization (NHPCO), nine out         

of ten Americans say they would prefer to die at home. Other statistics from the Centers for Disease Control and                         

Prevention show that only 25% actually do. But for those individuals receiving hospice care, that percentage rises                 

to 96%. 

One of our caregivers, Randy Roller, shared his hospice story with us. 

ñIn March of 2013, Jeanette Gibson Roller underwent surgery and started treatments for Stage 1 Triple Negative 

breast cancer. Before she reached the end of the scheduled round of chemo, a troubling spot had formed where her 

breast once had been. By Christmas, she was only able to walk with assistance, and her prognosis was poor. By this 

time, our family had already been welcomed into another family in our community- Richmond County Hospice. As 

the days went on, we began to depend on the hospice staff more and more.  

In March of 2014, we became óregularsô at the Hospice Haven. The staff knew us all by name- making sure we were 

comfortable, providing a shoulder to cry on, and all while taking care of Jeanette whose body was failing more each 

day. On Friday, March 14, one of the nurses came to us to let us know that the time was  getting near. She and other 

staff explained to us what to expect over the next few hours or days. At that point, our family was truly embedded in 

the Richmond County Hospice family. Through the next week, they laughed with us, cried with us, hugged us, and 

held our hands. They let us be angry; they let us be sad; but they also let us know that it was okay to not want to see 

our wife, mother, grandmother, sister, cousin, friend, confidante, and leader suffer anymore.  

Jeanette fought hard that last week of her life. Although she could not say a word, you could see the internal                 

dialogue going on between her and her Savior. He allowed her to open her eyes once that week giving us each a 

chance to tell her how much we love her. On Saturday, March 22, 2014, exactly one year since the start of her battle 

against breast cancer, Jeanette won the battle. As she had told us, she was cancer free with her Lord, and she was 

okay. 

Throughout Jeanetteôs battle, our family came to trust and depend on the employees and volunteers of Richmond 

County Hospice. Their caring and compassion far exceeded any of our expectations. Acts 20:35 says óI have showed 

you all things, how that so laboring ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, 

how he said, it is more blessed to give than to receive.ô Richmond County Hospice was there for our family when we 

were weak: weak in body, mind, and spirit. With their love and support, we made it through one of the most difficult            

periods of our lives. We cherish the relationships formed during Jeanetteôs final days both at home and at The               

Haven. It is our prayer that all families dealing with such trials receive the compassionate care that we                            

experienced.ò 

We appreciate Randy sharing his familyôs hospice experience.  

Hospice allows for memories and moments that otherwise may not have been possible and that can often be the             
defining moment of a ñgood death.ò Visit the NHPCOôs Moments of Life campaign at www.MomentsOfLife.org to              
see more stories on how hospice helps patients to live each moment! 

 

 

http://www.MomentsOfLife.org
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This year the various departments had a friendly gingerbread house                             
competition that quickly became a source of stress relief and                                            

interdepartmental rivalry- all in good fun! We are thankful for our judges                     
who came out and decided on a winner. The winning gingerbread                      

house was created by the nursing department and definitely was covered in decorations or as the Family  
Services department liked to say "it was the Griswold house!" The "team captains" of the winning ginger 

 bread house were Jenny Thrower Mabe, Natalie Barbour, and Michelle Rogers.  

https://www.facebook.com/jenny.throwermabe
https://www.facebook.com/natalie.barbour.14

